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Wow! What a month, the first 30 days in our new space have been a whirlwind! The 
mix of emotions was intense, ranging from: uncertainty and anxiety to elation and 
gratitude. The volunteers, board and staff have been in hyper-drive since we opened. 
Our opening experience has been a rollercoaster, but mainly pure joy. The look on 
our guests’ faces the first time in the dining room and the gasps that accompanied 
them were all the reassurance we needed. There is a sense of pride in the fact that 
this was a place built for our guests and with them in mind. Guests were overheard 
saying “they really care about us – this was made for us.” Several guests thanked 
me for the beautiful building and for feeding them. I might have even shed a few 
tears. However, I am just the receiver of the good news and now, the messenger: YOU 
make it possible. The dream of a new, bright, airy space began long ago. There were 
expected and unexpected roadblocks, but YOU never lost your belief in Iron Gate. 
Thank you to everyone who played a part in the new Iron Gate on Archer.

As we settle into our new building, our goal remains to feed everyone who walks 
through our doors. In the first 30 days, we served 30% more meals than the same 
time period as last year, almost 22,000! Our grocery pantry has already helped more 
than 937 families with groceries in less than two months. As we figure out our new 
“normal,” we need YOU more than ever! More pantry guests mean we need more 
grocery bags, more volunteers, more donations of food and money. Wherever you 
can help, we will be grateful. We are changing the way we serve our guests by offering 
more fresh produce during the meal and during grocery pantry, by expanding current 
partnerships with agencies, engaging new agencies and continuing the Iron Gate 
hospitality.

If you were unable to attend our open house, please contact me. I would love to give 
you a tour of this amazing, beautiful new building that YOU helped build to feed the 
hungry and homeless every day. Please come be a part of Iron Gate on Archer! 

Dear Friends of Iron Gate —

Live generously,

Carrie Vesely Henderson, CFRE 
Executive Director 
918-879-1707
chenderson@irongatetulsa.org
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Carrie with Founder Rev. Jack Powers 
on opening day
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Thank you to all who attended our Iron Gate on Archer Preview Dinner  
in August. Tickets to the event were sold at Iron Gate’s 2018 Cooking for a 

Cause event. Those who contributed to the Capital Campaign were also  
invited as a special thank you for their support. 

About 70 people attended the dinner, which 
was held a few weeks before the new facility 

was open for guests.

Jason Henderson, Michelle and John Hubner, and Board Member John Powers.Leslie Moore, Ricky Young, Meredith Howard, and Mike Bartlett. 

Iron Gate Executive Director Carrie Vesely 
Henderson with Board Chair Mindy Morrison 

Taylor, Tulsa County Commissioner Karen 
Keith, and Anne and Henry Zarrow Family 

Foundation Trustee, Judy Kishner.
Chef Jonathan Moosmiller, Southern Hills Country Club, 

prepared our five-course preview dinner.

Two of Iron Gate’s Founders Keenan Barnard 
and Rev. Jack Powers attended the event.

Attendees Dominic Lossaco, Janice Wilburn, 
Board Member, Mary Ann Hille, and Dana and 
Anil Kilpadikar toured the new coffee station 

behind the serving line.



IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY DO COME!

with some folks waiting on the benches outside of the 
gates before the sun rose on the first day. 

“The look on our guests faces that first morning 
made all of the hard work we put into this new facility 
absolutely worth it,” Iron Gate Executive Director, Carrie 
Vesely Henderson, said. “Some of the comments from our 
guests had me in tears. From the covered patio featuring 
misters, fans, and heaters, to the hand-washing stations, 
we really designed this building with our guests in mind.”

Two of Iron Gate’s Founders and the Board of 
Directors served the first meal in the new dining room, 
distributing 776 plates of food in the first two hours. That 
first day Iron Gate served 200 more plates than average 
and the trend has held for the first couple of weeks.

Iron Gate’s Grocery Pantry has also seen a slight 
uptick in guests, serving almost 200 households in the 
first week. The 1,200 square foot room is now stocked with 
groceries full-time. One guest was so excited to shop in 
the new pantry exclaiming, “It’s really nice! Much better 
than the old place.”

It’s 9:30 in the morning. Iron Gate volunteers have 
been serving for an hour and there’s still a line out of  
the door. 

“We anticipated seeing more people at Iron Gate 
on Archer,” Iron Gate Executive Director, Carrie Vesely 
Henderson, said. “But I’m not sure we expected this,” 
gesturing to the lines that are becoming the norm in the 
new, spacious dining room. 

“It’s exciting and slightly overwhelming,” Henderson 
continued. “But we’re honestly thrilled that the response 
to our new location has been so positive. People love the 
new building and they’re happy to eat here and hang out 
for a while.”

Iron Gate opened its new gates on west Archer in 
Downtown Tulsa in late August. Iron Gate’s staff and 
board were committed to a seamless transition. “We didn’t 
want anyone to miss a meal, because of us,” Henderson 
said. “We ended service at Trinity on a Sunday and 
opened Iron Gate on Archer the next day.”

Iron Gate guests were eager to see the new building 

Iron Gate’s New Facility Greets 5,000 Guests in 1st Week

Iron Gate on Archer is 17,000 square feet and features a red gate designed for the new building
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Iron Gate’s new six-million-dollar facility triples the 
organization’s footprint. The new dining room features 
a coffee-bar type seating with a view of Downtown Tulsa 
and granite counter tops. Iron Gate went from squeezing 
88 people into its old dining room to comfortably seating 
217 guests in its new space. The new covered patio 
adds another 48 seats along with a fireplace, outdoor 
handwashing station, and the signature iron gate, which 
was designed specifically for the new building.

Iron Gate broke ground on the new facility in August 
2018, after a three-year search to secure a new home. 
The organization signed a lease with Tulsa county for 
the property, which was previously a vacant lot. It now 
features a 17,000-square foot facility with a covered patio, 
dedicated grocery pantry, expanded dining room and 
increased storage capacity.

Iron Gate’s new facility has paved the way for new 
partnerships with Mother Road Market and Farrell Family 
Bread. Both businesses are now donating leftover food 
to Iron Gate. Farrell has already donated more than 800 
pounds of bread which was used in breakfast casseroles 
for the morning meal and distributed as part of Iron 
Gate’s grocery pantry.

AVERAGING  
728 MEALS A DAY –  

THAT’S AN INCREASE  
OF ALMOST 30%  

OVER LAST YEAR’S  
DAILY AVERAGE

3,008 
BAGS OF GROCERIES

HOUSEHOLDS WITH GROCERIES

752

21,838

MEALS IN FIRST 30 DAYS

Ready to serve on opening day: Iron Gate Board Members, Josh Roby,  
Shane Saunders, Tom Maxwell (Starre Barnard behind), Robert Curfman, 

Founders Keenan Barnard and Father Jack Powers (Kathryn Powers behind), 
Board Member Mary Ann Hille and Carrie Vesely Henderson, Executive Director.  

Iron Gate served 776 plates of food during the first meal.  
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Joseph
Joseph loves the fresh, clean air of the great 
outdoors. He works part-time in landscaping 
during the spring and summer. When times 
are lean, he turns to Iron Gate for a plate 
of his favorite oatmeal. He says given the 
choice, he always chooses to help somebody. 

Iron Gate is dedicated to feeding the 

hungry and homeless of Tulsa every day. 

Through this portrait series we hope to 

not only challenge what you may think 

hunger looks like in our community, but 

also highlight our guests’ beauty, grace 

and humanity. The opening of Iron Gate 

on Archer marks the beginning of a new 

chapter in our history. So we’re marking 

the occasion by showcasing Faces of Iron 

Gate in color, instead of the black and 

white portraits that have become the 

tradition over the last eight years. Iron 

Gate has worked with talented Tulsa 

photographers to take portraits of our 

guests, showcasing more than 75 different 

people since 2011. Many people look past 

the hungry and homeless of Tulsa. The 

Faces portrait series allows our guests to 

be seen in a new light.

These are our neighbors.  
Sometimes they are joyful.  

Sometimes they are thoughtful.  
And sometimes they are hungry.  

These are the Faces of Iron Gate. 
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Adrian
Life hasn’t always been easy for Adrian. She’s 
struggled, lived on the streets, and bounced 
back. She’s been coming to Iron Gate since 
she was little. And she was excited to see the 

new building and visit with everybody.

Lamont
When most people think of Iron Gate, they 
think of food. For Lamont, it’s fellowship. The 
proud Navy veteran says this is where he 
comes to stay connected to his fellow veterans. 
“All my friends are here,” he says with his 
trademark grin. “Instead of just staying 
home and dealing with myself, I come here  

[to Iron Gate].”
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Everylee
Everylee is an Iron Gate mainstay. When 
asked if she wanted to participate in Faces 
of Iron Gate, she said, “It’s about time you 
asked me.” She comes for the meals and 
often stays for groceries. She says Iron Gate 
picks up where her social security leaves off, 
making it possible for her to make ends meet.  

“Iron Gate helps a lot of people.” 

Dallas
“Got to learn to take orders before you can 
give them.” Dallas is full of little pearls of 
wisdom like that. He’s a Choctaw Army 
Veteran and wears his status proudly on his 
jacket. He says he likes to come down to Iron 
Gate to see his old friends and swap stories. 
“Always listen,” he says with a twinkle in his 
eye. He says he learned that one from his 

mother and he’ll never forget it.
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Shaun
Shaun was full of stories of his life and 
travels. He’s had some ups and some downs. 
He was down on his luck, when he found 
Iron Gate. But he’s glad he did. “I really enjoy  

this place.”

Demarco
Demarco radiates a joyful energy that almost 
leaps out of his portrait. He loves music and 
loves to dance and insisted on taking his 
portrait with his portable speaker. Music 
and dance are his language and his gift. He 
can often can be seen starting his day with a 
dance, before heading to Iron Gate for a meal.
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Katieh
Most folks who eat with us come several 
times a week. Many come every day. They 
join us for the camaraderie and friendship, 
but some stick to themselves. Katieh falls 
into that category. He’s a quiet soul, coming 
to Iron Gate almost daily but rarely speaking 
to anyone. But occasionally, a kind word 

prompts this smile. 

Matthew and JJ
Most of Iron Gate’s community meal guests 
are adults, but the children of Iron Gate are 
pretty special to staff and volunteers alike. 
These two brothers have been coming to 
Iron Gate for years. This picture seems to 
capture the dynamics of brotherhood. At first 
9-year-old JJ didn’t want to join his family 
for a portrait. When we were almost finished, 
he decided he did want his picture taken, but 

only if his big brother would join him.  
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This year’s Faces of Iron 
Gate portrait series was 
captured by local pho-
tographer Josh New. He 
has some history with the 
project. He helped take 
some of the first Faces of 
Iron Gate pictures eight 
years ago as a graduate 
student at the University 
of Tulsa.

“It was really my first official project as an artist/photog-
rapher,” New said.  “The photos I captured were the basis 
of my portfolio for years and even now some of my favorite 
portraits I’ve taken.”

“The aim of this project is to capture a photograph of the 
guest that can communicate their joy, strength, beauty, and 
hope,” New continued. “The challenge is that in every single 
guest of Iron Gate these qualities manifest in completely dif-
ferent ways. In some, the joy is contagious, but in others it 
requires coaxing. All of them have strength written on their 
faces and this often defines their beauty.  Most of them have 
just eaten so that hope is pretty easy to see. But they aren’t 
used to being looked at, much less examined, so when they 
step under my lights my job is to promise them that I will find 
all four of those things and to create a portrait with them, 
not of them.”

IRON GATE NEEDS 
YOUR HELP!

Our new building means new opportunities 

to serve. Please fill out an application at 

www.irongatetulsa.org/volunteer or email 

Christina at volunteers@irongatetulsa.org 

for more information.

RECEPTIONIST 
Monday—Friday 

8 am—11 am, 11 am—2 pm

SERVING THE MEAL  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,  

Saturday, Sunday 
8 am—11 am

DISTRIBUTING GROCERIES  
Wednesday and Friday  

11:30 am—1:30 pm 
Saturday 

10:30 am—12:30 pm 

Angel
Angel comes to Iron Gate just about every 
day. She calls many people here her family 
and says that’s really what Iron Gate is all 
about – bringing people together. That and 
the biscuits and gravy. She says she can put 

away five plates of biscuits and gravy. 

MEET THE PHOTOGRAPHER
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Thank you for  
making Iron Gate on 

Archer a reality! 
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